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Importance of Knowledge in Fahrenheit 451
Fahrenheit 451 is a novel authored by Ray Bradbury, a writer from the United States. The novel that has stood out to be one of Bradbury's best literary works explains the future of America where books will be banned, and in case any is found, it will be burned by firemen. The main character of the novel is Guy Montag, a fireman who is disheartened with his work of knowledge distraction and literature censoring (Bradbury 34). Other characters include captain Beatty, Clarisse McClellan and Faber. The novel presents various themes, including censorship, technology, and knowledge. 
Knowledge is important because it sharpens people and opens their minds. In the novel Fahrenheit 451, Faber tells Montag that if he hides his ignorance, there is nobody who will hit him, and he will never learn (Bradbury 100). In this case, Faber is trying to explain the importance of knowledge to Montag. Ideally, when people become knowledgeable, they are able to differentiate between what is wrong and right in society. Knowledge opens people's mind, and they begin to interact with other knowledgeable people in order to learn from them. For example, Montag became knowledgeable from his encounter with Clarisse. From his interaction with Clarisse, Montag was able to develop an open mind towards the environment and human behaviors. Montag then became destined to share the gained knowledge with others in society, and he succeeded in this because he was able to join other intelligent members of the society such as Faber. 
Clarisse is one of the characters in the novel who used her knowledge wisely. Despite her young age more knowledgeable, curious and open-minded, and this is evident in her declarations and frequent questions. However, Clarisse did not exercise a monopoly of her, and instead, she imparted it to other characters, the main recipient being Montag. Clarisse asks Montag a range of questions such as whether he is happy, and it is such questions that result in Montag's development as well as self-realization. Initially, Montag thought to himself that he was always happy, but after several encounters with Clarisse, he came to realize that he was miserable (Linkous 51). Clarisse's death is a big blow to Montag, but it spurs him into action because he realizes that books are essential in unlocking various secrets that could be more beneficial to the society that seems to be in darkness. 
Faber is another character who used his knowledge wisely. Faber is an English professor and mentor to Montag who became knowledgeable and wise from both experience and reading books. Faber imparts knowledge to Montag, and this result in Montag's development, self-realization and independence. Also, Faber is an elder, and therefore he has witnessed the decline of intellectualism in his nation, and more importantly, he understands what has contributed to intellectualism being out fashioned. He understands how as well as why people declined reading, and as a result of his cowardice, he is using Montag to devise some important measures (Johnston 30). Faber's main lesson to Montag is that it is not all about books, and with this, he means that books are not the sole source of knowledge. Instead, according to Faber, knowledge as well as wisdom is a result of experience.
In addition, Beatty uses his knowledge wisely. Notably, Beatty is among the mentors of Montag, and who has been influential in imparting knowledge to Montag. However, Beatty is paradoxical because she is the first to burn books, but he also quotes them in the majority of his communications. He is in the frontline enlightening Montag that books can be very confusing and treacherous. Beatty's main lesson to Montag is that he should read the books and think and interpret for himself (Bradbury 89). He is teaching Montag the ideality of questioning that result in curiosity and wisdom. According to Beatty, books are to be read and then the reader makes his own interpretation. Beatty's encouragement and willingness to educate Montag made him more enlightened and open-minded.
One of the major ideas of Asimov and Nichols reflected in Fahrenheit 451 is libertarianism. Both writers advocate for libertarianism in the society. Libertarianism mostly focuses on autonomy and freedom. Bradbury demonstrates a society where books have been banned, and therefore illiteracy is destined to prevail in that society. However, there are some characters that are curious to enlighten others the underlying reasons. For example, Faber and Beatty are determined to teach and mentor Montag so that he may become knowledgeable and maybe condemn the evils prevailing in the society (Bradbury 60). Both authors demonstrate a society where freedom is limited, but there are agents of change who are determined to enlighten others in the society.
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